[Glucose tolerance disorders in patients with cancer of the colon].
Relating to the Williams' report suggesting twofold higher incidence of diabetes mellitus in patients with the cancer of the colon, the study aiming at comparing an incidence of diabetes mellitus in patients with stomach, lung, and colon malignancies were carried out. Coexistence of the above listed neoplasms with diabetes mellitus type II was assessed in patients hospitalized at the Department of Gastroenterology and Metabolic Diseases, Institute of the Internal Diseases, Medical Academy in Warsaw within 1978-1986. Moreover, glycaemia and insulinemia curves were plotted following oral glucose load (75 g) in 16 patients with the cancer of the colon and 15 patients without malignancy. Only patients with body weight not exceeding 10% of the normal body weight, without history of diabetes mellitus and not treated with corticosteroids were classified for the study. Mean glycaemia and insulinemia values did not differ statistically in the investigated groups except statistically significantly higher serum insulin level in patients with cancer of the lung in the thirties minute of the test. Differences statistically significant were also not observed in retrospective analysis. However, an incidence of diabetes mellitus in patients with the cancer of the colon was 10.5% being higher than mean incidence of diabetes mellitus in this age group. Moreover, glucose load test has shown tolerance abnormalities in 4 patients with cancer of the colon, 1 patient with cancer of the lung, and 1 patient without malignancy. The obtained results indicate tendency to higher incidence of carbohydrate metabolism disorders in patients with cancer of the colon.